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The Steps

1. Finalize your list

2. Get organized

3. Complete your application(s)

4. Apply for scholarships and other financial aid

5. Watch your mail and email

6. Apply for outside scholarships

7. Pay your deposit and housing (if applicable)



STEP 1—FINALIZE YOUR LIST

How many colleges?
• It’s up to you.
• On average, students apply to 3-7 colleges.
• Some will apply to less, others will apply to more.
• Be sure to have a balance of predictable or “safe” schools 

with your unpredictable or “reach” schools.
• Why not more? 
• Applying is expensive.
• More applications=more deadlines and things to keep up 

with.



STEP 2—GET ORGANIZED

The college application process is not difficult as long 

as you:

• Start early

• Stay organized

• Follow through/stay on top of things

Unfortunately, all colleges do things differently so be 

sure to READ ALL DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY.



When is the deadline? 

If you plan on having everything in by Halloween, 

you probably won't miss a deadline. (There are a 

handful of schools with October 15th deadlines.)

What are the application requirements?

Consider creating a spreadsheet or another way to 

organize your things.



STEP 3—COMPLETE YOUR APPLICATION(S)

Types of Applications

• School specific application

•Common Application (accepted by 700+ colleges)

•Coalition Application

•Almost exclusively submitted online



Parts of the Application

1. General information (always)

•Who are you? Where do you live? Where do you go to 
school? Etc.

2. Activities and Honors (sometimes)
• Refer to your resume, don’t be shy, include activities in 
grades 9-11, explain things that are not self explanatory. 
For example, I know what a PACER is but your prospective 
colleges likely will not.



3. Your personal statement/college essay (sometimes)

• You will work on these with your senior English teacher.

• This the one place on your college application where you 

have total control and can/should let your personality 

show.

•Don’t simply repeat information found elsewhere (your 

resume).

• Take your time…write and rewrite.

• Proofread!! (you only get one shot at this!)



4. Teacher Recommendations (sometimes)

• If required, 1-2 will be sufficient.

• You will typically enter the teacher’s name and email address 

on your application. He or she will get an email requesting their 

recommendation.

• Sometimes colleges will specify types of teachers, but not often.

• Normally students will ask teachers from junior year. 9th or 10th 

grade teachers are ok if you've maintained a connection.

• Ask your teachers before entering their information on your 

application.

• Be prepared to give them a copy of your resume when you 

ask.

• Give them AT LEAST two weeks notice.

• Write them a thank you note!



5. Counselor Recommendation/Secondary School 

Report (sometimes)

•Ms. Verstraete (A-K) and Mrs. Lombard (L-Z) typically 

complete these. If you would prefer your school counselor 

do this, enter our contact information on the Common 

Application and ask your counselor to give a copy of the 

letter to us for submission.

• Please give us at least two weeks notice.

• Fill out your Student Questionnaire (emailed last week) and 

ask your parent(s) to complete the Parent Questionnaire.



6. Some colleges will accept recommendations from a 

coach, clergy member, employer, etc.

• You will be able to tell if a college will accept an “Other 

Recommender” on the Common Application.

• You will be asked to enter his/her email address so that 

he/she will complete the recommendation online.

Waiving your right to view recommendations:

• You will be asked to sign a FERPA waiver to view your 

recommendations. It’s up to you to decide but some 

recommenders may decline your request, and some colleges 

may disregard letters submitted on your behalf if you do not.



7. Your high school transcript (almost always)

• Non Common App schools: Request in Naviance

• Request at least two weeks prior to your application deadline.

• Common Application schools: put the request in Naviance but 

they will be uploaded into the Common App by us.

8. Transcript(s) for college credit (sometimes)

• You may be asked to list any college credit you have 

earned while in high school. Most colleges do not require 

official transcripts for this coursework with your application 

but some do. Read instructions carefully.

http://www.naviance.com/


9. Your ACT and/or SAT scores (almost always)

• If you listed a college to receive your scores during registration, 

you are all set. If not, you will need to request them from ACT 

and/or SAT. (ACT $13 each, SAT $12 each)

• Login to your ACT or SAT account to request them. Do this well 

before any application deadline as many applications require 

all materials received by deadline.

•We do not send scores on your high school transcript by 

default. If you know a college will accept scores on your 

transcript as official, come to the counseling office to sign a 

release.



10.The Application Fee (usually)

• Some applications are free but most require a fee.

• Fees range from about $25-$75

• Students who qualify for Free or Reduced Lunch may 

qualify for application fee waivers. See Ms. Verstraete 

or Mrs. Lombard to request one.



STEP 4—APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
FINANCIAL AID

Scholarships

•Merit based

•Often times your application for admission serves as the 

only scholarship application.

• Sometimes colleges have separate scholarship 

applications.

•Check their website, ask your admissions representatives, 

READ YOUR EMAILS.



Applying for Need Based Financial Aid

• The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

• The “gatekeeper” to need based aid from:

• Federal government (grants, loans, work-study)

• State government (MO Schools)

• Your prospective colleges

• Opens October 1, 2018 (complete as soon as you can)

• You will need your parents’ help with this as most of the information 
involves them.



Applying for Need Based Financial Aid

• Some colleges (not most) require additional financial aid 

forms (CSS Profile or Institution-Specific).

•Again, read your emails, read the instructions, ask your 

admissions representatives.



STEP 5—WATCH YOUR MAIL (AND EMAIL)

Track your applications—be sure they receive everything 
they need.

Decision letters:

Some colleges will let you know right away (Rolling 
Admissions)

Some colleges will wait until the deadline for an 
admission plan (early decision, early action, regular 
decision) to review and release admission decisions.



STEP 6—APPLY FOR OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS
• While most scholarship dollars are awarded by colleges, there are thousands of other 

scholarships out there.

• National scholarship searches

• www.fastweb.com

• www.scholarships.com

• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

• Regional and St. Louis area

• Counseling Department webpage (Ms. Hill is our scholarship coordinator and posts them as we become 
aware of them.)

• www.stlouisgraduates.org  (scholarships and interest free loans from The Scholarship Foundation)

• Local scholarships (for Webster Groves applicants only)

• 8-12 opportunities

• Applications will open in December-January



STEP 7—Pay Deposit and Pick Housing

Housing applications open as early as this fall at some 

colleges. Again, read your emails!

May 1st is the national candidate reply date.



STEP 8—Enjoy your senior year!

•We know this sounds overwhelming but if you plan 
ahead and stay on top of things, it doesn’t have to be.

• Start early (no time like the present)

• Set aside time to work on your applications.

• Set aside time to NOT work or talk about your 
applications 

•Keep your grades up—all acceptances are conditional 
until they receive your final transcript.

•Ask questions! 



A few more odds and ends…

Upcoming ACT test dates:

September 14th (late registration)

October 26th

December 14th

Upcoming SAT test dates:

October 5th

November 2nd

December 7th

• College rep visits at WGHS: Listen to announcements, read our 
emails, check the Counseling Department website

• College Fair—September 18th at Lindbergh HS 6-7:30pm

• Prospective student athletes—register with NCAA or NAIA, as 
applicable. See us with questions or for help.

https://www.webster.k12.mo.us/domain/287#calendar10008/20180820/month


Dual Credit Registration

• An email was sent last week

• Pay close attention to deadlines

• Missouri State: September 6th

• SLU: September 30th

• UMSL: September 8th

• Don’t forget to request transcripts after graduation (we will remind you)

• Information about AP exams will be sent home in September for November registration 

deadline.



The A+ Program

• It’s not too late to register

• Covers tuition at MO community colleges and State Tech

• Some 4 year colleges have their own A+ recognition scholarships

• 2.5 gpa

• 95% attendance

• 50 hours of mentoring or tutoring within WGSD boundaries

• “Proficient” on Algebra End of Course (EOC) exam



Financial Aid 101

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY

Office of Student Financial Services



What is happening tonight?

• What is financial aid?

• When and how do I apply?

• What is an Expected Family Contribution?

• What is an Award Letter?

• What is the financial aid timeline?



Goal of Financial Aid

• Primary goal is to assist students in paying for college 
and is achieved by:

• Rewarding student achievements

• Evaluating a family’s ability to pay educational costs

• Distributing limited resources in an equitable 
manner

• Providing balance of gift aid and self-help aid



Types of Financial Aid

• Scholarships

• Grants

• Loans

• Employment Opportunities



How Do I Apply?

• FAFSA
– Free Application for Federal Student Aid

– Calculates student’s Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC)

• CSS/Profile
– Required by some colleges and universities

– Requests additional information

– Involves a fee





Sample 
Screen 
Shots



When Should I Apply?

The 2020-2021 FAFSA can be completed as early as October 
1

of student’s senior year of high school.

• Most need-based aid awarded on “first-come, first-served” basis

• Schools determine  timelines for priority deadlines

• FAFSA must be completed each year the student is enrolled in 
college



Federal Student Aid and
IRS Data Retrieval Tool

• IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) allows students and parents to access and 
transfer needed data directly from IRS tax returns to the FAFSA

• If you are eligible to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, we highly recommend 
using it

• DRT can be used with the initial filing of the FAFSA (Prior-Prior Year Taxes 
used)

• Unless specifically requested, you will not need to provide a copy of student 
or parent tax returns or tax transcripts



What Can I Do Now?

• Create FSA IDs

• Use FAFSA Practice Tools

• Utilize net price calculators



Federal Student Aid ID

• Web site: www.fsaid.ed.gov

• You can get your FSA ID 

before you file the FAFSA

• Student and parent will 

each need an FSA ID

• Will be used by student 

and parents throughout aid 

process, including 

subsequent school years





How is the EFC calculated?

• Federal methodology is the 
formula created by 
Congress to determine the 
EFC

• Determined by the Dept. 
of Education, not the 
individual schools

• Uses student and parent 
income and assets

• Includes provisions and 
exceptions for your family 
and cost-of-living



COA and Direct Costs

Cost of Attendance
• Tuition

• Fees

• Room and Board

• Books and Supplies

• Transportation

• Loan Fees

• Miscellaneous

Direct Costs
• Tuition

• Fees

• Room and Board (for on 
campus students)



Need Varies Based on Cost

1

2

3

EFC

X

Y

Z

Cost of Attendance 

(Variable)

Expected Family 

Contribution 

(Constant)

Need

(Variable)

EFC



Saint Louis University Merit-Based Scholarship 
Opportunities

• Merit-based

• $3,000 to $20,000

• Based upon ACT/SAT scores, GPA

• Presidential Scholarship

• Full Tuition 

• December 1st Deadline

• Martin Luther King Scholarship

• Stackable award for 2020-2021 academic year

• February 1st Deadline



Different Types of Federal Aid

Eligibility is determined by FAFSA results:

• Pell Grant

• Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)

• Federal Work-Study (FWS)



Federal Direct Loans
Direct Subsidized Loan Direct Unsubsidized Loan

How much can I 
borrow?

$3,500 $5,500*
*Less any borrowing of the Direct 

Subsidized Loan

Is it based on need? Yes No

What is the interest 
rate?

Fixed 4.53% (for 2019-20) Fixed 4.53% (for 2019-20)

When do I begin 
repayment?

6 months 
after graduation or below ½ time status

6 months 
after graduation or below ½ time status

Future Amounts $4,500 for SO Year
$5,500 for JR Year
$5,500 for SR Year

$6,500 for SO year*
$7,500 for JR year*
$7,500 for SR year* 

*Less any borrowing of the Direct 
Subsidized Loan



Parent PLUS/Private Student Loans
Parent PLUS Loan Private/Alternative Loan

Who is the borrower? Parent Student

What is the interest
rate?

Fixed 7.08% (for 2019-20) Variable
---------------------

Tied into Prime or Libor Index

Is there an origination 
fee?

Yes – 4.248% (for 2019-20) Varies by lender

When is the loan
repaid?

60 days after disbursement. 
Forbearance options may be available

to defer payments

6 months after 

graduation or below ½ time status

How much can I
borrow?

Up to the cost of attendance
minus any other aid received

Up to the cost of attendance 
minus any other aid received 

Aggregate limits may apply

Do I need a co-signer? No Yes, in most cases

Is the loan based on 
credit?

Yes
If denied, the student is awarded 

$4,000 Unsub loan

Yes



Award Letter

• Lists scholarships, grants, loans, 
and work opportunities based 
upon FAFSA

• Sent out by schools after 
students are admitted and FAFSA 
is received



Scholarships and 
College Savings Plans

• Outside Scholarships
• Scholarships from sources other than colleges or universities can 

reduce direct costs

• Be sure to send notification of these awards to the schools upon 
receipt

• College Savings Plans
• SLU accepts 529 college savings plans

• Each plan may operate differently.  Please contact your provider 
for more information.



Private Scholarship Search

Free Internet scholarship search engines:

• FastWeb www.fastweb.com

• FinAid on the Web www.finaid.org

• College Board www.collegeboard.com

• Sallie Mae SallieMae.com/Scholarships

• GoCollege www.gocollege.com

• St. Louis Graduates stlouisgraduates.org



How do I cover my balance?

• PAYMENT PLANS

– Most schools offer at least one type of payment plan

– College Savings Plans

• PARENT PLUS LOAN - Federal – Credit Qualifying

• PRIVATE STUDENT LOAN - Private– Credit Qualifying



Timeline for Senior Year

August to December Admission applications and college visits

By October 1 Create FSA IDs

Beginning October 1 Submit FAFSA

November through March Receive and review award letters

May 1 Submit deposits and accept financial aid

May through August Register for classes, finalize payment 
arrangements, move-in!



Thank You!

Contact us

1.800.758.3678 (Toll Free)

314.977.2350 (Main)

314.977.3437 (Fax)

sfs@slu.edu (Email)

http://finaid.slu.edu

http://slu.financialaidtv.com


















